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The Saint Lucia Chamber of Commerce has partnered with the Saint Lucia Air and Sea 
Ports Authority (SLASPA) to host the SLASPA Port Showcase 2019 from September 23rd 
to 25th 2019. 

The Showcase will provide a platform for businesses within the air and sea port community 
to exhibit their services. 

With this in mind, the Saint Lucia Chamber of Commerce, Industry and Agriculture will in 
collaboration with SLASPA host, as part of the Chamber’s Encounter Series ”Operating a 
Multi – Use Port – Port Castries Beyond 2020.”  

This is a provocative panel discussion on the issues that needs to be considered in 
operating a Multi-Use Port in Saint Lucia. How does this affect the efficient delivery of 
goods to the business community? What are the challenges and setbacks, what are the 
tradeoffs? What needs to change? How can SLASPA adjust? How can technology help? 
Where do the Solutions lie?

Chamber members are invited to be part of this important dialogue at the Golden Grove 
Ballroom of The Harbor Club in Rodney Bay, Gros Islet on September 23rd 2019 from 
5:30 PM to 7:00 PM. 

As is customary, the Chamber’s Encounter Series serves as the principal forum for 
dialogue, debate, definition and understanding of Economic and Social Issues of interest 
to the institution and members alike.  

Contact the St. Lucia Chamber of Commerce, Industry and Agriculture via telephone at 
452 3165 or via email at info@stluciachamber.org today to confirm your registration!

https://www.bankofsaintlucia.com/current-promotion
http://www.stluciafirst.com
mailto:info@stluciachamber.org


Invest Saint Lucia hosts 
entrepreneurship 
meet-up

St. Lucia currently hosting 9th Annual 
UK Showcase

Invest Saint Lucia (ISL) hosted a major 
event, dubbed “Saint Lucia Entrepreneurship 
Meetup 2019”, on Monday, September 2, 
targeting businessmen and businesswomen, 
motivated creators and dreamers.
 
The event held under the theme “Doing What 
You Love and Being Successful Doing It: 
Ingredients for Success”, was held at Pink 
Papaya Restaurant, Pointe Seraphine.
 
Project Coordinator at Invest Saint Lucia, 
Dave Headley, gave welcome remarks, telling 
patrons that the Meetup formed part of a wider 
sensitization campaign ISL is embarking on to 
stir up entrepreneurship on the island.
 
The panel discussion included contributions 
from three of Saint Lucia’s most dynamic and 
inspiring entrepreneurs, namely Nydia Norville 
(Choiselle), Henson Hunte (Fun Foods - Island 
Pops), and Ian Mitchell (eMagine Solutions). 
Moderator was Pauline Francis, Miss Massy 
Stores 2018.
 
During the nearly two-hour-long panel 
discussion, the moderator posed questions 
to the panelists related to their personal 
journeys as entrepreneurs. They spoke about 
the difficulties they faced setting up their 
businesses as well as the challenges they 
face staying relevant and profitable.
 
Over 140 patrons attended the meetup, many 
of them posing questions to the panelists and 
inquiring how agencies like Invest Saint Lucia 
can assist them in setting up their businesses.

Minister Dominic Fedee at London showcase

The Saint Lucia Tourism Authority (SLTA) is about to host its ninth annual Showcase, 8th-
13th September 2019 for more than 200 United Kingdom (UK) travel industry specialists.
 
To begin the week, the Minister for Tourism, Information and Broadcasting Dominic Fedee 
will host an inaugural charity cricket match. Taking place on Sunday 8th September the 
Minister’s XI will take on their opponents for the day consisting of hotel partners, media and 
tour operators. 

The event ‘Bat for a Cause’ will raise much-needed funds for the Saint Lucia Diabetes 
Project UK. Helping the cause on the Minister’s team are two professional cricketers – 
Darren Gough, one of the UK’s best fast-bowlers and Chris Adams, a first-class batsman 
and slip-fielder for Sussex, Derbyshire and England.

Throughout Saint Lucia Showcase, a series of networking meetings and events will take place 
covering Saint Lucia news, tourism developments and new information on accommodation 
and excursions. Key annual elements include a media lunch, a meet and greet for Meetings, 
Incentives, Conferences & Exhibitions (MICE) buyers, the Appreciation Dinner for senior 
UK travel personnel and a full day of combined training with an experience of cocktail and 
chocolate making dedicated to travel agents.
 
This year’s Showcase will culminate in the 26th Gala Awards dinner at Wotton House in 
Surrey, with luminary actor Josef Marcell hosting the proceedings to celebrate Saint Lucia’s 
40th Anniversary of Independence and recognize those partners who have contributed the 
most. 
 
The destination has seen a healthy rise in year-to-date arrivals of 6.5% globally (June 2019). 

Pauline Francis, moderator, entrepreneurs Nydia 
Norville, Ian Mitchell and Henson Hunte



Export Saint Lucia and Compete Caribbean 
partner to revitalize honey industry
St. Lucia has successfully secured funding for the continued development of the apiary 
industry in St. Lucia. This is expected to see improved standards in bee-keeping and greater 
production of honey, currently in big demand as a healthy alternative to sugar.

Saint Lucia’s Bee City Cluster will receive funding to increase production of honey used by 
various sectors including food and beverage, cosmetics and health and wellness. 

Honey is used in treatments from massages to facials and also as an additive to premium 
cosmetic brands. 

The by-products of honey production are also very valuable. Apitoxins and bee-venom are 
used in the treatment of many nerve-borne illnesses; flower pollen and royal jelly are used by 
men as aphrodisiacs; beeswax is used a lot by cosmetologists.

 In other words the apiary industry had great financial potential and Export Saint Lucia and 
the Ministry of Agriculture with assistance from Compete Caribbean have initiated a plan to 
develop and grow the industry.

John Charlemagne, a beekeeper from the Horizon Brothers Honey Producers says he is 
excited about the project, particularly the implementation of standards for honey producers.

John Charlemagne - Horizon Brothers Honey Producers

Uraline Alphonse - President of Mille Fleurs



ARC Youth team selected; six St. Lucians included 
World Cruising Club has revealed the twelve crew members who have been selected to sail on board the ARC Youth Team yacht as part of the 
2019 Atlantic Rally for Cruisers. 

The initiative brings together ambitious young people from Gran Canaria, Saint Lucia and the UK to sail across the Atlantic on board a Tall Ships 
Youth Trust 72 foot Challenger yacht, supported by a professional skipper and mate and experienced watch leaders. 

All aged from 18 to 30, the voyage across the Atlantic Ocean will be an incredible adventure for the young participants, and one that they will all 
remember for the rest of their lives.

Funding for the initiative has been raised from benefactors in Gran Canaria and Saint Lucia.

The professional skipper, Gary Rutherford has sailed with the past three editions of the ARC so the Youth Team crew are in experienced hands. 

The team members are: Skipper - Gary Rutherford - Male, 27; Mate - Sam Morley - Male, 25; the two Watch leaders from the Tall Ships Youth 
Trust (to be announced).

Other team members are:

Gabie Chreiki - Female, 23 - Saint Lucia

Adonai Modeste - Male, 19 - Saint Lucia

Krishna Joseph - Female, 21 - Saint Lucia

Neil Melius - Male, 26 - Saint Lucia

Chrisanki Flood - Male, 21 - Saint Lucia

Tyrus Antoine - Male, 20 - Saint Lucia

Enrique Diez Fernandez - Male, 22, Gran Canaria

Ada Garcia-Ferrandez Saavedra - Female, 19 - Gran Canaria

Ariana Lorenzo Zambrero - Female, 30 - Gran Canaria

Michele Garcia - Male, 24 - Gran Canaria

Hugo O’Kelly - Male, 18 - UK

Lucas Pritchard-Jones - Male, 18 - UK

The ARC Youth Team will gather in Gran Canaria from the 16 November for a week of sail training and safety guidance before they embark on 
the 2,700nm sail to the Caribbean. They will join the spectacular ARC 2019 start from Las Palmas on Sunday, 24 November, alongside around 
200 other yachts from over 30 different nationalities who come together to cross the Atlantic as part of world’s largest trans-ocean sailing event.

ARC Youth team



Ada Garcia-Ferrandez Saavedra Adonai Modeste Ariana Lorenzo Zambrero

Crisanka Flood

Tyrus Antoine Gabie Chreiki Enrique Diez Fernandez

 Gary Rutherford

Michele Garcia Sam Morley

Hugo O’Kelly Lucas Pritchard-Jones Krishna Joseph

 Neil Melius



Taiwan Supports Global 
GAP Certification

J.E. Bergasse: Digital Transformation Week!

Over 2 dozen of St. Lucian business executives got a full appreciation of the digital 
framework that drives the future office, and how it can positively impact productivity, 
security and profitability during the Digital Transformation Week of brunch held late 
August.

J.E. Bergasse & Company Ltd on Monday August 19th to Thursday August 22nd 
demonstrated how the shift in doing work in the modern world will impact main sectors 
healthcare, finance, legal & tourism and the a new generation of workplace assistants 
that will revolutionise how tasks related to printing, copying, scanning, sharing, managing 
and storing of documents are performed. J.
 E. Bergasse,
The events which were held at the company’s Conference & Equipment Showcase 
Facility in Vide Bouteille took the format of 4 brunch and learn sessions and provided 
guests with the experience of a solutions technology conversation & demonstration, 
making the event truly interactive. The J.E. Bergasse Equipment & Solutions Sales Team 
demonstrated the capabilities & usage of using 7 of the apps from Xerox’s App Gallery 
as well as Ysoft – a print management solution; whilst elaborating on the reasons, 
opportunities, and benefits of embracing Digital Transformation.

Two of the apps demonstrated were the Xerox Easy Translator App, which can instantly 
translate documents fed through the scanner into more than forty (40) language, as well 
as Audio Documents which converted text to speech. 

The feedback overall was very positive and the participants were enthralled and 
excited about the implementation and enhancement of Digital Transformation in their 
businesses. 

J. E. Bergasse is the leading supplier in Saint Lucia of office and production equipment, 
stationery and supplies, as well as cutting edge business solutions & software. For more 
information on The Digital Transformation Framework please contact J.E. Bergasse & 
Company Ltd. via email at sales@jebergasse.com or (758) 456-6500/44. 

The Taiwanese Mission in Saint Lucia 
continues to support the efforts of local 
banana farmers on the island to obtain 
Global GAP Certification.

This was evidence at a small ceremony at 
which Head of Mission Mr. Mario Cheng 
presented 150 first aid kits to Project Manager 
of the Banana Productivity Improvement 
Project (BPIP)  Mr. Kerde Severin. 
 
In presenting the kits to the BPIP Project 
Manager, Mr. Cheng said that the Taiwanese 
Mission was delighted to make this support. 
He noted the importance of health and safety 
in the production and marketing of bananas. 

He said he was happy that these kits will 
help more farmers gain access to the UK 
market, thereby improving their livelihoods 
and assure food security for several families.

The kits which will be passed onto several 
banana farmers who are currently being 
prepared for Certification will help them 
meet the health and safety requirements to 
obtain Global GAP Certification.

All banana farms must be Global GAP 
Certified to sell fruits on the UK and French 
(international) market.  The ceremony took 
place at the offices of the BPIP on Friday 
last week.

Mr. Mario Cheng presenting 150 first aid kits to 
Project Manager of the Banana Productivity 

Improvement Project (BPIP)  Mr. Kerde Severin

mailto:sales@jebergasse.com


CIBC donates 
US$150,000 to 
hurricane Dorian 
relief efforts
CIBC is donating US$150,000 to support 
humanitarian relief in areas impacted 
by Hurricane Dorian with a focus on 
the Northern Bahamas. The funds, 
which include a donation through CIBC 
FirstCaribbean’s ComTrust Foundation, 
will be distributed through the Red Cross.  

“We stand with all communities 
impacted by the devastating hurricane 
in the Bahamas and surrounding areas,” 
said Colette Delaney, Chief Executive 
Officer, CIBC FirstCaribbean. “We are 
committed to helping our clients, team 
members and communities recover and 
rebuild.”

In the Northern Bahamas, CIBC 
FirstCaribbean will also be extending 
special banking assistance to affected 
clients to aid in their recovery efforts, 
added Ms. Delaney.

Canadians wishing to support relief efforts, 
can donate to the Hurricane Dorian Appeal. 
Money raised will enable the Red Cross 
to provide relief and recovery activities in 
response to the disaster. 

Soufriere’s Annual Scholarship & 
Bursary Program

On the night of Tuesday September 3, 
2019, coincidentally the same night as the 
nationwide blackout, there was an act of 
arson committed at Esperance Estate in 
Ravineau, Choiseul. 

The estate belongs to former Commerce 
Minister Emma Hippolyte. 

At some time in the night it was reported 
that fire was set to two manmade huts 
located on the estate which were features 
of a newly conceptualized nature trail 
experience called BON NOUVEL. 

Workers discovered the smoldering 
remains when they reported to work in the 
early morning. 

Police are currently investigating the 
matter, anyone with information regarding 
this incident is asked to please contact 
the police.

Before the fire

Destroyed hut

On Friday 30th August, 
2019 the Soufriere Regional 
Development Foundation 
(S.R.D.F) held a ceremony 
for its annual scholarship and 
bursary program.

Every year, the S.R.D.F 
awards book bursaries and 
scholarships to successful and 
suitably qualified applicants 
from the Soufriere region. 

This year, the organization bestowed book bursaries and scholarships to three hundred 
and seventy-six (376) students. Of this number, three hundred and thirty-four (334) 
were book bursaries, with the difference being scholarship awardees.

The south-western establishment also recognized the top performers in district eight 
(8) for the 2019
Common Entrance Examinations, Gian Vitte and 2019 CXC Examinations, Shalom 
Caleb Mukete.

Huts set on fire at Bon Nouvelle

https://donate.redcross.ca/page/47946/donate/1?locale=en-CA


CCRIF responds 
to Bahamas crisis
CCRIF will pay The Bahamas approximately 
eleven million United States dollars 
(US$10,936,103) following the passage 
of Hurricane Dorian that caused 
widespread  devastation in the northern part 
of the 700-island archipelago.

CCRIF’s payouts are made within 14 days of 
an event, but in this case CCRIF made an 
advance payment today of 50 per cent of the 
payout to allow the Government to begin to 
address its most pressing needs – with the 
remaining 50 per cent to be paid within the 
14-day window for all CCRIF payouts.

CCRIF CEO, Mr. Isaac Anthony, contacted 
the Government of The Bahamas to inform 
them of the payout and to express the 
Facility’s own commiseration for the many 
lives lost and to pledge support to the 
Government as it seeks to recover and 
rebuild not just infrastructure but also lives.

CHTA driving relief efforts for the Bahamas 
The Caribbean tourism industry and its many friends around the world are responding to the 
call for support for the storm ravaged islands of the northwestern Bahamas - The Abacos 
and Grand Bahama.

The Caribbean Hotel and Tourism Association (CHTA) is appealing to its membership, 
travel industry partners, national hotel and tourism associations and all Caribbean tourism 
interests to support the islands of the northwestern Bahamas following the devastation 
wrought by Category 5 Hurricane Dorian.
 
CHTA Director General and CEO Frank Comito made the appeal after being briefed by the 
Bahamas Hotel and Tourism Association (BHTA) and the Bahamas Ministry of Tourism on 
how relief can be best provided for the people of the Bahamas as response operations 
begin and the extent of the damage assessed.
 
The association is advising the industry to be prepared to provide two stages of support 
for the ravaged areas, beginning with the immediate humanitarian needs over the coming 
weeks. 

CHTA has provided members with details as to how they can support immediate efforts 
with cash and urgent supply donations. Cash contributions are being directed through the 
Bahamas Red Cross. Collections points for emergency relief supplies have been established 
throughout southern Florida and in Nassau, Bahamas through several initiatives by the 
Bahamas Government, the Miami-Dade County government, and Sandals Foundation. 

Regional business stories – the CBR Aggregator 
• Policyholders of BAICO and CLICO asked to join lawsuit – Read details here

• Modi and Choksi facing extradition charges in Antigua and London – Read details here

• St. Kitts businessman among three selling villas they did not own – Read details here

• Indian cricket spotted with Knight Riders asked to show cause – Read details here

• Dominica’s EcoTourism blossoming thanks to CIP – Read details here 

https://searchlight.vc/searchlight/news/2019/09/06/policyholders-of-baico-and-clico-invited-to-join-lawsuit/
https://www.firstpost.com/business/pnb-loan-fraud-oriental-bank-declares-nirav-modi-uncle-mehul-choksi-wilful-defaulters-reveals-loan-exposure-to-diamantaires-7301741.html
https://gulfnews.com/uae/crime/three-on-trial-for-selling-dubai-villa-that-isnt-theirs-1.66228908
https://www.ibtimes.co.in/massive-trouble-dinesh-karthik-bcci-issues-show-cause-notice-attending-cpl-804944
https://www.prnewswire.co.uk/news-releases/ft-discover-dominica-s-blossoming-ecotourism-after-hurricane-maria-supported-by-its-citizenship-by-investment-programme-808206090.html



